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Senator Jon Sonju, Chairman of the Senate Local Government, *a r[lillJilgr*otxJLW
committee, my name is Richard E. Grady, of Canyon Creek, MT. My family has a
ranching operation that is involved with the requirements of a burning permit program in
Lewis and Clark County, worked with the hazad reduction agreement to bum slash on
the ranch with the Montana Deparknent ofNatural Resources and Conservation (DNRC),
work to comply with the Air Quality regulations with DEQ and has a conservation
easement with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

I also serve as a trustee/secretary for the Canyon Creek Rwal Fire District and a member
of the Citizens Advisory Committee regarding the open space committee in Lewis and
Clark County.

I am in support of Senate Bill No.298, but have one question that I would like to bring
too the committee that pertains to the Lewis and Clark County Open Lands Program that
members of the Citizens Advisory Committee address regarding the application process
that could or could not be affected by this bill.

I attached a copy of a draft frequently asked questions on the progntm and a copy of a
recent application that I am involved with that ask the question is the property located
within the urban/wildland interface.

Just want to make sure if this bill was to become law, how it could affect open lands
programs within the counties of Montana.

Thank-you for the opportunity too provide written comments and testiff before the
committee.

.(^,+=\^t- J*-"\*
Richard E. Grady
PO Box 547
Canyon Creek, MT
406-368-2308
eradybunch@linctel.net



From Sponsor - PPLT

1. Does the property contain "p1ime, unique, stateuride or locally important" agticultural
soils, as defined by NRCS? Yes (see attached map for location).

2. Is the property condguous with other working lands? Yes, it botders a portion of the
RV Ranch 

"long 
the southetn boundary (see attached maps)-

3. Is this property currently a working farm or ranch? No

4. Are there agriculfural water rights associated vrith the property? No water dghts on
Seven Mile CreeS but thete ate gtoundwater righe.

5. Is there an existing farrn or ranch management plan in place? Not formallyt although
tbe l,andoumers curently use Best Management Practices fot livestock grazing
aadweed control.

Consetve Working Forests

1. Is the property located within the urban/wildland interface? No

2- Is the location deemed to be an area of high risk for wildfire? No

3- Is there a cuffent forest management plan? No. The property does not contain
signifi cant forest tesorrrces.

4. Is the propertf, or a portion of it, classified as forest land/commercial timber for tax

purposes? No

5. Is the forest being actively managed for current or future timber harvest? No

Pmtect Habitat for Fish and Wildlife

1. Does the property contain significant wildlife habitat as identified by MFWP? Yes. Eric
Roberts, the Helen^ atea fish biologisq noted that *FSIP has documented brook
tout and rainbow trout in Sevenmile Creek and genetically pure populations of
westslope cutthtoat trout still erist in the headwater rcaches of the watetshed-
Elk, moose, deer and antetope are found throughout the atea and likeiy use the
dparian coridor for cover and migation routes to and from critical habitats. I'm
sure courrtless songbirds and waterfowl also use the ertensive wetlind ateas

created tbrough the well-established beaver pond complex oa the creekt' (A coPy

of the originat letter is includcd in this application)

2. Is there a diversity of habitat for wildlife or fish on the Property? Yes ,

3- Has the property been identified as an are critical to the lifecycle of some wildlife
species? (Summer or winter range, migration corddors, spawning habiat, etc) Yes. It is
part of a migmtion coridor between tbe Continental Divide and the
Scratchgtavel Hills, Bouldet Mountains, Ell'rhotn Mormtains and othet ctitical
habitae. (see attached map)

Prof ect Evaluation Criteria
Adopted 5/4/2070

kwis and Clark County, lrfl
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Open Lands Program
Open Lands Program

In November 2008, voteF in Lewis and Clark County, Montana, (the County) approved the Land,
Water and Wildlife bond measure, a $10 million general obliqation bond measure for "...prctecting
drinking water sources and grcund water quality; prctecting water quality in and along riveF and
sreams; consruing working fam, 6nch and fost landsi prctecting wildlife a@as; preserving open
lands and natuEl a@s; prcviding for eceationi and managinq grcwth and development."Funds
generated by sales of th6e bonds will b€ distributed thDugh the Open Lands Prc96m. The primary
purpose of the PrcgEm is to conserue Goures on private lands in Lewis and Clark Coutrty that fulfill
the objdives of the bond m€sure,

The Board of County Commi$ioneB (BOCC) appointed the Citizens Advisory Commiftee on Open
tands (CAC) to make recommendations on prcjed appli@tions. The CAC is advisory only and the
BOCC mak6 the decision to utlllze the bond funds on a particular prcject,

Contact Us d Sitemap ru Services

GovERNfirsNT DOTNGSUggEf€h COMtvlUlVlTY HAPPER'ING'

Fylaws-(P,DE)

Contact fnformation:

Rebe€ Shaw
Lewis and Clar-k Op€n Lands
316 N. Park Avenue, R@m 24O
Helena, HT 59623
447-8342
rgbe_!4r(a_t)c9.!ewi9:cl ark.mt. u g
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GoVERNMENT DolNGBUggEl€h coMMUt{lTY HAPPENINGS

Contact Information:

Rebec€ Shaw
L€wis and Clark Opan Lands
316 N. Park Avenue, Room 24O
Hel€na, MT 59623
447-4342
LsEurLa!Lc9.,l-e!49de-rkr!!.uE

Open Lands Committee Members

Eliza FEzer - Chair
John Tietz - Vice Chair
Jerry Wells - Secretary
John Wilson
Jerry Eurns
Paul Sihler
Michael Downey
Eric Grove
Rick Grady
Mike Bay
Winston 6reely
Wilbur Rehmann
Dave Cole

Staff;
Misty Edwards
Rebe(a Shaw
Katie JeEtad

MembeF serve at the will of the County Commission, Initially, there shall be 4 one-year terms, 4 two-
year terms, and 5 three-year terms. Upon exp{ratlon of an initial term, tems shall be three yea6.
MembeE may sewe successlve terms- A member may reqqest reappointment by the County
Commission. In the event a member resigns or is removed before the end of his term, the County
Commission may appoint a new member to serve the remalning unexpired term.
(from the By-Laws, adopted August 2009.)



Q:

A:

Lewis and Clark Counfy Open Lands Program
Frequently Asked Ouestions

What was the impetus for
creating an Open Lands
Program in Lewis and Clark
County?
For over 25 years there has
been citizen concern about the
loss of open lands and the
traditions and resources
associated with them: ranching,
farming, forestry, hunting and
fishing, water quality,
productive soils, and scenic
qualities.

How did this concern get translated into the program that is starting now?
The Heritage Lands Working Group was formed in fall of 2007 by the Board of
County Commissioners (BOCC) to study all techniques for encouraging
conservation of open land and supporting families in the business of farming,
ranching, forestry and recreation. One recommendation was the creation of a local
funding source that could help pay for purchases of development rights from
willing sellers, providing landowners with an additional financial incentive for
conservation. This recommendation was the first step toward the successful
November 4,20D&,LnndrWater and Wildlife Bond Measure. The Open Lands
Program will implement the purposes of the bond measure.

Remind me about the 2008 bond measure purposes.
On November 4,2008 voters in Lewis and Clark County approved a $10 million
general obligation bond measure for "...protecting drinking water sources and
ground watsr quality; protecting water quality in and along rivers and streams;
conserving working farm, ranch and forest lands; protecting wildlife areaq'
preserving open lands and natural arcaq, providing for recreation; and managing
growth and develop ment."

Has anything happened since the bond measure was approved?
Yes! The BOCC appointed 13 county residents to the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Open Lands (CAC) to advisethe BOCC on howto implementthe
bond measure and to provide recommendations on the best projects to support with
the funds. The CAC has been working together with county staff since May 2009,
studying successful programs around the country, building relationships with
potential project partners, investigating sources of matching monies and
developing draft policies and procedures for consideration by BOCC. After the
BOCC approves these policies and procedures, the County will begin acceptingapplications. 
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A:

How will the county make sure that conserved lands will be properly
maintained?
The conservation easement includes restrictions to protect the conservation values
of the properfy in perpetuity. The terms of those restrictions will provide
safeguards to ensure that the land will always be preserved in accordance with the
goals of the landowner and the county Open Lands Program. Easement terms or
restrictions are yoluntarily entered into by the landowner, and are monitored by a
qualifi ed organization or agency.

Q: Where can I get more information?
A: For more information, check outthe CAC's
website:
Open Lands Program: Lewis and Clark Counf
or contact the Open Lands Program Coordinator,
Rebecca Shaw, (406) 447- 8342
openspace@co. lewis-clark.mt.us.

The Open Lands Program is headquartered in the
Community Development & Planning Departmentinthe City-County Building, 316 N.
ParkAvenue, Helena, Montana 59623


